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Welcome Aboard Debra 

(“Debi”) D. Taylor, ACP 
 

CIDSO would like to welcome its newest board 

member Debra D. Taylor.  Debi was born and 

raised in nearby Lincoln. Her desire to work 

with children took her to Illinois State Univer-

sity  with  plans  of  becoming a  kindergarten 

teacher. It was during a summer job at the Office of the Attorney General 

that she found her love of the law and never looked back. 

 

She transferred to the University of Illinois at Springfield and received her 

B.A. in 1979. The small town farm girl received an offer to work in Chicago 

and eagerly accepted. Debi lived and worked in downtown Chicago for 25 

years. Her positions included the Department of Justice, the United States 

Bankruptcy Court, the law firm of Jenner & Block, and finally the American 

Bar Association Center for Professional Responsibility where she was an eth-

ics paralegal. 

 

About five years ago Debi decided that living in 750 square feet had run its 

course and she moved home to Lincoln to be near her family and ŗown a 

house with a yard.Ř Her Mom is in Lincoln and her niece and nephew live in 

Belleville a short distance away. 

 

Although not teaching, Debi has stayed very involved with the education of 

children through a myriad of volunteer activities. Her heart has always been 

with helping others as is evidenced by her desire to become a member of 

the CIDSO Board.                                                      Continued on page 5 
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The ABLE Act 
 

In March of 2009 the ABLE Act (Achieving a Better Life Experience Act) was introduced in Con-

gress.  The Act would allow individuals with disabilities or their families to set up accounts, similar to 

529 Education accounts, to save money for qualifying expenses. This would be the first ever tax-

advantaged financial savings vehicle set up specifically for individuals with disabilities.  This would 

provide considerable flexibility in planning to take care of a child with a disability. 
 

Some of the benefits include: 

¶ either the individual or other family members can set up the account 

¶ tax free accrual of earnings on the account 

¶ tax free withdrawal of money for qualifying expenses 

¶ allows control of the account by either the individual and/or their families 

¶ assets saved through the accounts would not count against an individual's eligibility for any fed-

eral programs like Medicaid or SSI which require an individual not own assets greater than 

$2,000 

¶ the list of allowable expenditures is very broad including education, medical and dental, employ-

ment training and support, assistive technology, personal support services, transportation, hous-

ing, plus other expenses for life's necessities. 

¶ The accounts should be easy and inexpensive to open 

¶ The account would be established under Federal law so that every state should operate the 

same allowing for portability of the account should families move from state to state. 

¶ Contributions can be made up to $500,000 

¶ The individual with a disability may qualify for a tax deduction up to $2,000 for contributions 

to the account. 

Funds remaining in the account on the individual's death would be used to "pay-back"  the state 

Medicaid program up to the value of services provided during the individuals lifetime.  After the pay

-back is made, money remaining in the account could be distributed according to the estate plan 

set up by the individual.                                                                        Continued on Page  3 

Still Waiting On the ABLE Act of 2009 

By:  Steve Newbold, Attorney 

         NewboldLaw-Special Needs Legal Services 

         snewbold@newboldlaw.com 

         www.newboldlaw.com 

         (309) 826-1658  

"Securing the Future for Your Loved One" 

mailto:snewbold@newboldlaw.com
http://www.newboldlaw.com/
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The ABLE Act Continued… 

ABLE accounts would not necessarily replace Special Needs Trusts and their use use would depend 

on each family's unique circumstances.  The accounts would be a very welcome additional tool 

available for many circumstances.  I continue to monitor the bill in hopes it will get moved along 

and passed this year.  I will keep everyone posted! 

I am pleased to announce that as of May 25, I am now officially a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER 

Ê  professional.  This is a symbol of excellence in financial planning. In combination with my legal 

background and my experience as a parent of a child with a disability, I am in a unique position to 

assist you with any special needs legal services you require.  Please feel free to contact me for a free 

consultation regarding any matter of concern to you. 

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER ™ News 

The Central Illinois Down Syndrome Organization (CIDSO) is hosting another workshop by Steve New-

bold, Attorney on special needs planning.  Please plan on joining us. Previous workshops have been 

very informative and very well received.  Here are the details: 

  

Title: Why You Need a Special Needs Trust and How to Make it Work Most Effectively for Your Child  

When: Thursday-September 9th, 2010 from 6:30-8:00pm 

Where: United Calvary Methodist Church, 1700 N Towanda Avenue, Normal, Il 

  

This workshop is suitable for those who still need to create a special needs trust and those who have 

one already but need a refresher on how to best utilize it.  We hope to see you there!  

  

Please RSVP by phone or email to: 

  

Steve Newbold 

NewboldLaw 

Special Needs Legal Services 

Ph: 309-826-1658 

Email: snewbold@newboldlaw.com 

www.newboldlaw.com  

CIDSO Workshop! 

mailto:snewbold@newboldlaw.com
http://www.newboldlaw.com/
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Heins Sight by Abbey Heins 

Today IŚm writing about things I say in presentations about my life 

and my family.  I call my presentations Give It a Chance.  Recently I 

went to Denver Colorado to give a keynote speech and these are 

some of the things I said. 
 

I tell them that my sisters and I have grown up Down syndrome.  ItŚs 

not different to us.  But Down syndrome is new to most people.  It 

was even new to our parents.  I also say ŗI didnŚt know how my family 

handled it when I was born with Down syndrome.  So, I have asked 

my mom. ŗThen I say, ŗI was in the hospital when I was a baby and 

come home from my 2 open hearts surgeries. ŗ 
 

When I was little, I love birthdays and still do with one of them is coming up in a couple of weeks. I 

go on to say, how I met my first best friend in kindergarten, Therese.  Later I talk about how we all 

worked together in my regular 5th grade class all year and my teacher gave us a party to celebrate 

our success. 
 

I tell my audiences how I graduated from high school, and then stayed there for 2 years for post-

graduate classes and child development classes.  Later I went to Heartland Community College for 

almost 2 semesters. 
 

I talk about learning to drive.  I tell them after 3yrs with a driverŚs permit, I went for my license driv-

ing test.  But I didnŚt pass the driving test the first time because of a corner turn.  I took another 

month of driving lessons, and then took the driving test again.  And that time I passed.  Since 2004, 

I have had a regular DriverŚs License. 

 

I tell them with the help of a job coach, I work part-time.  Getting to meet new people, and new 

things to do, make my job feel good. 
 

I tell them some funny things tooŏlike how in 2007, my sisterŚs best friend, Katie got married and I 

went to my 1st Bachelorette party.  DonŚt worry, I behaved myself! 
 

ThatŚs just some of the things I say.  I do these talks to the people because I want them to give 

people with Down syndrome a Chance!                     
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CIDSO has fantastic news.  This years Buddy Walk special guest is Jessica 

Green.  She will be singing the national anthem for CIDSO.  Jessica 

shares some information about herself below.   

 

Hi! My name is Jessica Green.  I was born in Indianapolis Indiana De-

cember 14, 1982.  I was my parentŚs first child.  I have a brother Michael, 

and a sister Casey and a wonderful dog named Sofie. 
  

My family has always supported me and wanted me to have a bright and wonderful life. 
  

I was involved in an Early Intervention program where I live and after that I went to a preschool that 

allowed me to be included with all of the kids.  I continued, throughout my school years, to be in 

inclusive programs.  This took some hard work from my parents because back then inclusion was 

very new.  I was active in my classes and in extra-curricular activities.  I made many friends and had 

many challenges and I think it helped me become the independent woman that I am today. 
  

Before I knew it I was graduating from High School.  I attended a local college called Marion Col-

lege, where I audited classes. I took Dance, Choir, Stage Production, Nutrition and more.  I met 

other college students and I loved the teachers.  I really loved the campus life. 
  

The things I love to do are singing, dancing, acting, public speaking, being with my family and 

hanging out with my friends. One of my greatest experiences was performing with the Theatre of 

Inclusion here in Indianapolis.  It was a chance to perform on stage and actually get paid. 
  

I now work at Advantage Medical and have been there for over 7 years.  I love my job and the peo-

ple I work with.  My bosses, Jeff and Sherri Worrell, treat me like and adult and they respect me as 

a co-worker.  I really like my job as do a variety of things as well as being the mail coordinator.  I 

am also a Self Advocate for Down Syndrome Indiana and volunteer in the office one day a week.  I 

am on the board of the National Down Syndrome Congress and on the Self Advocate Board.   I at-

tend board meetings as part of my responsibilities for both of these organizations.  I have also had 

the opportunity to sing the National Anthem for DSIŚs Buddy Walk as well as a couple of other 

Buddy WalkŚs. 

  

My latest accomplishment is moving into my own apartment.  It has always been a dream of mine 

and now it is actually coming true.  I know there will be a lot to learn but I am up for the challenge. 
  

See you in October! 

Buddy Walk Bulletin Board 

The CIDSO News 
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The CIDSO News 

Mark the Date 

 

August 28th:  CIDSO 

picnic at Fairview. 

 

September 9th:  Spe-

cial Needs Trusts 

Presentation. 

 

October 2nd:  Buddy 

Walk 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer Policy 

The editor of this newsletter 

writes as a non-professional.  

CIDSO does not promote any 

therapy, treatment, institution or 

professional system, etc.  Please 

discuss specific concerns with 

your health care professional.   

Debi Taylor Continued… 

 

A lifelong member of Zion Lutheran Church, she has served as an officer on 

the Board and is currently Co-Chair of the Library Committee and Chair of the 

Archival Committee. 
 

She is a member of the Central Illinois Paralegal Association.  A former officer, 

she serves on several committees and as Co-Chair of the Annual Educational 

Seminar. 
 

Debi is a Legal Assistant with State Farm Insurance Company in the Property & 

Casualty Counseling Unit of the Corporate Law Department. She achieved her 

Advanced Certified Paralegal designation in Contract Management/Contract 

Administration. 

 

CIDSO would like to thank the following organizations and individuals for their 

generous contributions. 

*Debbie Taylor for a donation to CIDSO and the HALO program *Eric Taylor 

*Anthony Milo. *Last but not least thank you to all those that have made dona-

tions to CIDSO through the United Way. 

Gifts and Memorials      

 

Just a friendly reminder that the CIDSO Picnic is 

coming up.  For fun, food and games, join us a Fair-

view Park on August 28th from 12:00pm to 3:00pm.  

Please remember to bring a dish to share.  Chicken, 

drinks and table service will be 

provided.  What a wonderful 

way to wrap up your summer 

fun!  Please RSVP by August 

26th to Judy Bates or Brenda Harms. 

Picnic Reminder 


